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Welcome to the NorthWest newsletter. Here, you will read about RYA activities in the NW, and find out more about latest 
initiatives from RYA HQ. The newsletter is being sent by e mail to clubs and centres in the NW. You can forward the e 
mail news to your fellow committee members at your club, or even to all your membership thus giving them all the chance 
to get the latest news fast. Print a copy to put on your notice board to let others see the news, or cut and paste stories 
onto your club website. You can also be added to the circulation group to receive your own personal copy. 
 

If you would like to be added to the distribution list, just contact the Regional Secretary at 

 jgraham.knox “at” virgin.net  

This month’s highlights include; 

 RYA Youth Nationals- entries open online 

 Cruising- Windfarms, latest RYA update 

 RYA Dinghy Show- what’s on 

 Junior Racing- Southport announce date for 12 Hour race 

 Junior Racing- Topper 4.2 becomes separate class 

 Racing- North & West Zone news 

 West Zone – HPM Racing report January 

 Regional Development report - Course and Conference dates in 2010 

 Activate your Laser Fleet project is off to Flying Start 

 Introduction from Northern Laser rep 

 Yacht Racing- Close Encounters at St Valentine’s Brass Monkeys 

 RYA Region on the Road 

 RYA Publications- new books this month 

  

 
RYA YOUTHS 
Online entries open for RYA Volvo Youth Nationals  

 
Entries have now opened for 2010‘s premier youth sailing event; the RYA Volvo Youth National 
Championships.  
 
Be one of the first to trial the new look website and book your place online now by visiting 
www.ryaracingevents.org.uk .  
 

http://www.ryaracingevents.org.uk/


The 2010 Championships are being staged at Weymouth and Portland National Sailing Academy 
from Sunday 4

th
 to Friday 9

th
 April and are guaranteed to attract the best Youth racers in the 

country to do battle against each other over the week.  

There is a change to the event format this year to align RYA squad and international class team 
selection processes seeing Laser Standard class entry open to U21‘s for the first time ever, and 
420‘s becoming open entry.    
 
Racing will be highly charged as always, with past winners defending their titles against the 
cream of the RYA Volvo National Youth Squad and Transition Squad, as well as a whole new 
generation of sailors making the step up from junior level into the championships this year.  
 
RYA Youth Racing Manager Duncan Truswell comments; ―With selection reviews for the RYA 
Volvo National Youth Squads; selection for RYA Volvo Team GBR (the team competing at the 
Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF World Championships this year in Turkey); as well as over £100,000 of 
international travel grants and competition support up for grabs at youth World, European and 
other major international regattas this year; the event is rightly seen by sailors as the most 
important event of the youth calendar.‖  
 
The event is a great opportunity for gathering experience of top class racing with competition 
being fierce. In Truswell‘s words it‘s ―an absolute must attend event‖ especially if you are on, or 
looking to join, the RYA Volvo Youth programme.   
 
The RYA is calling for event volunteers to help out over the week specifically seeking safety boat 
drivers and the loan of RIB‘s. If you can help, please contact Olivia Risk Olivia.Risk@rya.org.uk .   
 
Entries for the Championships must be made by Sunday 28

th
 March.           

 

CRUISING 

Windfarms: Latest update from RYA  

Anyone who has checked their heating bill recently will be well aware that energy supplies are a 
pretty big deal these days and it is possible they will have welcomed the news that Britain‘s 
offshore windfarm programme is set to expand massively.  

This follows the announcement by the Crown Estate that contractors have been secured to 
deliver a £75 billion offshore windfarm programme which aims to provide 32GW of power through 
nine sites dotted around the UK. To put that in perspective, 32GW is enough to power 20 million 
households or in layman‘s terms, enough electricity to power Amy Winehouse‘s hairdryer for two 
days. That‘s an awful lot of electricity and good news for all those households who are currently 
paying a hefty bill for energy which is probably about as green as an oil tycoon‘s stretch Hummer.  

This is all very well, but where these windfarms are going to be placed in the sea is where we like 
to go and play about in our boats. How will that affect us?  

Well, fear not, the RYA has been working hard on your behalf to ensure that boaters freedoms 
remain intact. The RYA‘s Kate Moore has been working hard to on this matter.  

She explained: ―The key issues from a boater's point of view are ensuring that these new 
windfarms do not cause problems for recreational boaters.  

―Potential issues could include problems with navigational safety, such as collision risk, and 
marking and lighting. In addition to this, there is a concern that some of the proposed locations of 
these sites could push recreational boaters out of peaceful cruising grounds and in to busier 
shipping lanes.‖  

mailto:Olivia.Risk@rya.org.uk


Safety Zones 

This is of particular concern during the building phase of these windfarms, when boats will be 
prohibited from entering what will essentially be a giant floating building site.  

The RYA also want to clarify what restrictions will apply to recreational boaters once building work 
is complete, as Kate explains: ―Basically, we are looking to ensure that restrictions on boats 
entering the windfarm areas are lifted once the building phase is complete. The gap between 
turbines is at least 800m, so there really is no reason why small boats couldn‘t navigate safely 
within them. We want to clarify that this is the case, as any restrictions could have implications if a 
boat is seeking shelter in bad weather.‖  

With this in mind, the RYA is contacting the developers to ensure they are fully informed on 
popular boating routes and the needs of recreational boaters. 

Most of the proposed windfarms will be located over twelve miles offshore, but there are three 
designated areas which could place them closer inshore, and these ones are causing the most 
concern to the RYA.  

These designated areas are; West of Wight, the Bristol Channel and the Irish Sea, between Isle 
of Man and Anglesey. The RYA will be maintaining a constant dialogue with the contractors to 
ensure that they are well aware of boater's needs. 

In addition to this, if the RYA feels that boater's rights are being infringed by the schemes, they 
will make representations to the Infrastructure Planning Commission, who will be responsible for 
granting planning permission for these projects. 

Construction on the projects is planned to begin in 2014, with completion expected in 2020. 

This story is edited from story by Sam Jefferson, RYA, published in one of the RYA’s e 
newsletters, called InBrief.  RYA News [rya@enews.rya.org.uk]. Other E newsletters are available 
from RYA on Cruising, Powerboating and Club matters.  
 
      

RYA DINGHY SHOW 
 
WHAT’S ON AT THE SHOW  
 
Over the weekend of 6-7 March 2010; Alexandra Palace, London once again becomes home of 
the RYA Volvo Dinghy Show, in association with Yachts and Yachting and Suzuki, the only show 
in the world dedicated to dinghy sailing.   
 
Alongside the hundreds of exhibitors, the boats, books, kit and sailors the show boasts a packed 
agenda of talks and master classes from some of the dinghy sailing world‘s elite.  National, 
European and World Champion Musto skiff sailor Richard Stenhouse will be sharing his top tips 
on perfecting your high speed sailing and boat handling, whilst Michael McNamara shares his 
secrets on preparing your boat for ultimate speed in the ‗Go faster tweaks‘ session. 
 
With speed in mind the show also gives you the opportunity to get up close to the ultimate sailing 
speed machine with its magnificent display of Vestas SailRocket.  Pilot Paul Larsen will be taking 
to the Volvo Main Stage to share the challenges and experiences faced by the SailRocket team in 
2009 when they attempted to break the speed sailing record. 
 
Visitors will also get the chance to hear from Steve Cockerill, author of the ‗Boat Whisperer‘ DVD 
series, about how to improve your posture and hiking, without damaging your knees, the RYA‘s 
Chris Watts will be providing all the information you need about mark rounding rules and tactics, 
and ISAF 2009 World Cup series winner Nick Thompson shares his top tips for sailing up-wind. 



 
And if that isn‘t enough to whet your appetite there are plenty more talks, coaching sessions and 
activities taking place over the weekend. 
 
If you want to try something different then why not try Volvo‘s towing or city safety interactive 
sessions (register at: www.dinghyshow.org.uk); take a look at the stunning ‗Blown Away‘ a week 
in Weymouth with Skandia Team GBR photo exhibition and GP14‘s display or find out more 
about windsurfing, a good alternative to a dinghy, at the shows two new windsurfing coaching 
sessions. 
 
There‘s plenty of entertainment for the kids to at the Sunsail Kids Zone or by taking part in the 
ever popular Treasure Hunt, which has some fantastic prizes up for grabs. 
 
―For the prize of a ticket you get far more than just a show‖, commented Paul Bayliss, show 
manager.  ―There are loads of free workshops, free talks and free advice, as well as being packed 
to the rafters with dinghies galore, from timeless classics to the very latest in design, all under 
one roof. 
 
―You don‘t have to be a dinghy sailing expert either, to enjoy the show; it‘s the perfect place to 
find out how to get started too.‖ 
 
The RYA Volvo Dinghy Show is a great day out for all the family, young or old, sailing novice or 
seasoned pro.  To find out more and to order your tickets visit www.dinghyshow.org.uk or call the 
ticket hotline on 0844 811 0409. 
 
Tickets cost just £11.00 for adults / £9.00 for RYA members, if you book in advance.  £5.00 for 
children (5-16 years), free on Sunday, with children who are RYA members going free of charge 
all weekend.   
 
Tickets can also be purchased on the door for £13.00 adult and £6.50 child. 
 
Advance booking club competition  
Thanks to show sponsors Volvo plus Suzuki, Rigiflex, Mersea Trailers and Rooster Sailing, for 
every 10 or more members visiting the show from your club, the club could win: 
 

 10 or more WIN 10 Rooster Sailing buoyancy aids 
 

 20 or more WIN A set of five Volvo racing marks 
 

 30 or more WIN Safety Boat Package comprising: Suzuki 9.9hp Outboard engine, 
Rigiflex New Matic 360 motor boat and trailer from Mersea Trailers 

 

So give the name of your club when you book your ticket and you could help your club win one of 
these great prizes.    

All visitors to the show can also pick up their FREE show guide and FREE sailing season wall 
planner. 

 
JUNIOR RACING 
SOUTHPORT SAILING CLUB NATIONAL JUNIOR 12 HOUR RACE  

 
The next Southport Sailing Club National Junior 12 Hour Race will be held on Saturday 26

th
 June, 

8am-8pm. 

http://www.dinghyshow.org.uk/
http://www.dinghyshow.org.uk/


This will be the twenty-fifth time that the event has been held, proving its popularity as many clubs 
choose to return each year.   In 2009 twenty-nine teams took part. 

 

ELIGIBILITY 

The Race is open to the following classes of dinghy: - GP14, Enterprise and Bosun Dinghies. 
Team members must be under 20 years of age on the day of the race, if entering an U20 team; 
Alternatively members must be under 18 years of age on the day of the race, if entering an U18 
team.  There is no lower age limit. 
Different age groups can win a range of trophies and awards during the twelve hours, images of 
which can be viewed on our website. 

 

DOCUMENTS 

A Notice of Race, Entry Forms and Sailing Instructions are now available to view or download on 
the SSC Website www.southportsailingclub.org.uk . 

 

PUBLICITY 

A Flyer giving notice of the event can be downloaded from 
http://www.1stmark.co.uk/Events/Jun12.pdf . 

 
Best Regards. 
 
William Birch. 
Race Co-coordinator. 
Southport Sailing Club.  

 
The National Junior 12 Hour Race is sponsored by: 

 

 
 
 
TOPPER 4.2 CLASS 
 
4.2 becomes new class 

 

ITCA (GBR) has announced that in 2010 it will promote the Topper with the 4.2 rig as a separate 
class to the full 5.3 rig. The new Topper 4.2 Class will have its own National Series that will run 
alongside the well established Craftinsure National Series for the full rig. Although taking place on 
the same weekends, the 4.2s will have their own event on separate courses. Further, there will be 
a separate Topper 4.2 National Championship open to any sailor using a 4.2 rig.  

The dates for the Topper 4.2 2010 National Series are:  

 February 20th/21st - Rutland Water Sailing Club  

 April 17th/18th - Datchet Reservoir Sailing Club  

http://www.southportsailingclub.org.uk/
http://www.1stmark.co.uk/Events/Jun12.pdf


 May 1st/2nd - Grafham Water Sailing Club  

 June 5th/6th - Derwent Reservoir Sailing Club  

 July 10th/11th - Weymouth and Portland National Sailing Academy  

The Topper 4.2 2010 National Championship will be held at Leigh & Lowton Sailing Club on 
the 17th/18th July.  

Lighter sailors are strongly encouraged to enter these events using the 4.2 rig where good 
quality, close racing is guaranteed.  

Last year, the first Topper 4.2 National Squad was selected and will be training over the winter 
under the guidance of Dave Cockerill, ably assisted by Nikki Sharp and Andy Millington. Later this 
year the selection criteria for the 2010/11 Topper 4.2 National Squad will be announced. The 
squad is generously sponsored by Topper International. You will see their squad jackets and 
buoyancy aid badges at the big events.  

The 2009/10 Topper 4.2 National Squad is:  

Abi Easton; Alistair Smith; Ella Methven; Halden Nielson-Timms; James Chasty; James Williams; 
Joanna Foster; Joseph Mullan; Katie Rollinson; Luke Berry; Miles Weekes; Niall Houston; Rory 
Humphries; Simon Weatherspoon  

Full details about the Topper 4.2 Class and why it has been formed along with information about 
the Topper 4.2 National Squad can be found here.  

The next Topper 4.2 National event will be - February 20th/21st - Rutland Sailing Club – enter 

online 

 
RACING 
North & West  Zone News 
 
RYA VOLVO DINGHY SHOW  
 
The Show is a good opportunity for you to meet the RYA staff and even buy them a drink!! If you 
want to arrange an appointment with any of the Youth Department staff please contact RYA to set 
up.  
 
 

SQUAD SELECTION  
 
FEVA RYA NATIONAL JUNIOR SQUAD 
SELECTION EVENTS  

Stokes Bay Grand Prix 4/5 September  
Rutland Grand Prix 23/24 October  
 
 
MIRROR RYA NATIONAL JUNIOR 
SQUADSE-LECTION EVENTS  
 

Nationals Brightlingsea 29-31 May  
Mounts Bay 26/27 June  

http://www.gbrtopper.co.uk/e107_files/downloads/Topper_42.pdf
http://www.sailracer.co.uk/events/event.asp?eventid=47113
http://www.sailracer.co.uk/events/event.asp?eventid=47113


Hollingworth Lake 18/19 September  
 
 
CADET RYA NATIONAL JUNIOR  
SQUAD SELECTION EVENTS  
 

Weymouth & Portland NSA 29-30 May  
Nationals Royal Torbay YC 14-20 Aug  
Stone 11/12 September  
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTH-WEST JUNIOR TRAVELLERS TROPHY  
 
Dinghy handicap racing for sailors U19 on 31/09/10 and  
Optimist Class Racing for sailors U16 on 31/12/10  
 
1. Hollingworth Lake 27 Mar  
2. Nantwich & Borders 10 Apr  
3. Budworth 3 May  
4. Leigh & Lowton 8 May  
5. Ullswater 12 June  
6. West Kirby 19 June  
7. West Lancs 3 July  
8. Coniston 17 July  
9. Redesmere 4 Sep  
10. Bolton 2 Oct  
 
Briefing 10.30 for 11.00 start, best 5 races will count for the series. For further information contact  
Dave Woodhead   quicksail@virgin.net 01257 265208 
 

Further info see  www.nwjtt.org.uk .  

 
 

JUDGE SEMINAR   6/7 MARCH   RIPON  
 
This is aimed at people who already have a good working knowledge of the rules of Part 2 and 
who are interested in training as a potential Regional or National Judge. 
  
Seminar cost £60.  For further information contact Carol Haines  
chaines@tinyworld.com 

 
RYA VOLVO ZONE CHAMPIONSHIPS  
25/26 SEPTEMBER  
 
North – Yorkshire Dales Sailing Club  
Racing for N/W Windsurfers, N Mirrors; N Optimists, N Toppers  
West – Ullswater Yacht Club  
Racing for N Fevas; W Optimists, W Toppers  
 

http://www.nwjtt.org.uk/


ENTRIES OPEN IN JULY VIA WWW.RYARACINGEVENTS.ORG.UK 
 

CLUBS - IT IS TIME TO START PUTTING PLANS INTO PRACTICE  
Now is the time to start putting into practice the information that was given to you at the club and 
coach conferences. You need to think about the following  
 

 
 

How you intend to use the RYA Regional Coaches—do you need to book days with them to 
help your planning or to mentor your club coaches?  
 

courses with spaces or we can set up one at your club.  
 

 
 

 

 
TALK TO US IF YOU NEED SOME GUIDANCE 

 
CHRIS BLACKBURN MOVEMENTS 

  
20 Feb Grafham (Oppies), 22-24 Feb Hamble Office, 27 Feb Ripon (Mirrors) 
 6/7 Mar Dinghy Show, 10 Mar East Midlands Reg. Com mtg., Rushcliffe Leisure Centre, 16/17 
Mar Weymouth (Outworkers Conf), 18 Mar Hamble (HPM Mtg.), 31 Mar – 2 Apr Weymouth 
(windsurf Easter Camp) 

 
RACING 

 

HPM Report 
 
RACING COACH LEVEL 2 COURSES 

 
These courses continue to be popular.  
 
Any club wanting to hold a course needs to put their request in early as the coaches get booked 
up very quickly. 

 
CLUB AND COACH FUNDING 
A good number of clubs from the region continue to take up the offer of funding. 

 
SQUAD TRAINING 
The 2009/2010 Zone Squad training is well under way.   
 
This year for double handers we are running a North Feva Squad as well as a North Mirror Squad 
and a North Cadet Squad  

 
CLUB CONFERENCES 
The RYA Club and Coach Conferences took place on 6

th
 December at the Anderton Centre, 

Chorley.  We also ran them at Bartley SC and Yorkshire Dales SC.  This was very successful with 
around 99 people attending these 3 conferences representing a good cross section of different 
clubs.   
 

http://www.ryaracingevents.org.uk/


The main focus was on how to make our clubs better and more attractive places through 
enhancing the quality of delivery of training and racing activities in order to attract new comers, 
retain existing members, and encourage them to attend more frequently, and grow the 
membership base 

 
KEY DATES  
Events that junior and youth sailors might be attending 
6/7 March: RYA Volvo Dinghy Show 2009 – Alexandra Palace, London 
4-9 April: RYA Youth National Championships and Trials, Weymouth and Portland National 
Sailing Academy 
08/09 May: The Eric Twiname Championships at Rutland Sailing Club (an inter zone/home 
country competition open to zone squad sailors only) 
7 – 15 August: Skandia Sail for Gold Regatta 2010 at Weymouth and Portland National Sailing 
Academy 
25/26 September: The Volvo RYA Zone Championships 2010 at Ullswater YC (West) and 
Yorkshire Dales SC (North) 
16/17 and 23/24 October: Junior and Youth Team Racing Championships 2010, Oxford 

 
 

If anybody has any questions or queries regarding anything above, please call! 

 
Many Thanks  
Chris Blackburn 

 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

 
Instructor Training & Courses in 2010 

 

Dinghy 
 

 RYA Dinghy Instructors course @ Astbury Sailsports 
6th – 10th April  
Contact: 01260 297172 

 
 RYA Dinghy Instructor Course @ West Kirby Sailing Club 

12th – 16th April  

Contact: paul.jenkins@wksc.org.uk  
 

 RYA Dinghy Instructors course @ Hollingworth Lake Water Activity Centre 
12th – 16th April  
Contact: 01706 370499 

 
 RYA Dinghy Instructors course @ Waterpark, Coniston 

31st May – 4th June  
Contact: 01229 88545 

 

 RYA Dinghy Instructor Course @ Bassenthwaite SC 
5th – 9th July  

Contact: andy.oxley@bassenfell.org.uk  

mailto:paul.jenkins@wksc.org.uk
mailto:andy.oxley@bassenfell.org.uk


 

 RYA Dinghy Instructors course @ Waterpark, Coniston 
31st May – 4th June  
Contact: 01229 88545 

 

 RYA Dinghy Instructors course @ Waterpark, Coniston 
16th – 20th August   
Contact: 01229 88545 

 

 RYA Coastal Endorsement @ West Kirby Sailing Club 
1/2nd May  

Contact: paul.jenkins@wksc.org.uk  
 

 Informal Advanced Dinghy Instructors Training weekend @ Waterpark, Coniston 
11/12th September  
Contact: 01229 885456 

 

 RYA Advanced Dinghy Instructors course @ Waterpark, Coniston 
17/18th April  
Contact: 01229 885456 

 

 RYA Advanced Dinghy Instructors course @ Waterpark, Coniston 
9/10th October  
Contact: 01229 885456 
 

 RYA Senior Dinghy Instructors course @ Wirral Sailing Centre, West Kirby 
27th – 30th March  
Contact: sally.kilpatrick@rya.org.uk  

 
Windsurf 
 

 RYA Senior Windsurf Instructor Course @ West Pennine SBC & Trafford Watersports 
19/20th June & 3/4th July  

Contact: sally.kilpatrick@rya.org.uk  
 

 

More Adults SAILING More Often 

 
One of the RYA’s primary objectives is to inspire more adults to go sailing more often. The RYA 
Sport Development Department is keen to engage with RYA clubs and training centres who wish 
to see more adults sailing/windsurfing more often. The initial key focus is encouraging existing 
sailors to get more active and out on the water more often, but will naturally include attracting 
new comers to the sport. Funding for this initiative has come through a successful application to 
Sport England as part of the RYA Whole Sport Plan 2009 - 2013.  
 

mailto:paul.jenkins@wksc.org.uk
mailto:sally.kilpatrick@rya.org.uk
mailto:sally.kilpatrick@rya.org.uk


A key project is the Regional Club Coaches Scheme for Adults, launched this year. Working with 
your RYA Regional Development Officer we can actively assist clubs and centres through the 
wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƭǳō /ƻŀŎƘŜǎ {ŎƘŜƳŜ όw//Ωǎύ to encourage their members and participants to go 
afloat on a regular basis. RCC’s work in partnership with key RYA clubs and training centres 
offering practical advice and support to encourage regular sailing activity.  
Although this is a relatively new initiative we have already helped/in the process of helping a 
number of clubs and training centres to identify and deliver (through sports development plans) 
the following:  

 Volunteer training days: e.g. training sessions for people interested in becoming 
instructors or senior instructor and pre-season/end of season instructor training days  

 Training courses of benefit to club volunteers. e.g. contributing towards the cost of and 
delivery of instructor training courses; start racing courses; powerboat courses; first aid 
courses and race officials courses  

 Helping clubs become RYA Training Centres or extend their existing recognition  

 Running class specific training days for clusters of clubs in an area  

 Advice on marketing and promoting your club or training centre  

 Improved web based resources offering best practice for club development  

 Advice on funding opportunities  
 
Please note that this funding is limited. Therefore if you want to get involved with the scheme 
get in touch with your RYA Regional Development Officer -  Sally Kilpatrick:  
sally.kilpatrick@rya.org.uk   

 

 

Funding: 

 

Get Qualified NW 
Delivered by the University of Cumbria this funding will provide applicants with up to 60 per cent 

of their course fees up to a maximum of £200 / £300 depending on the course. 
SkillsActive has helped broker £397,000 of funding to enable coaches and instructors in the North 
West to gain the qualifications they need to advance their careers. Full time students will not be 

eligible for the funding and applicants will have to live or work in the sport and leisure sector 
in the North West. 

The programme is being funded by the European Social Fund and the Learning and Skills 
Council. Delivery partners include national governing bodies of sport, county sports partnerships 
and the National Skills Academy for Sport and Active Leisure – part of the SkillsActive Group 
 
Please go to the following link: http://www.getqualifiednw.org.uk  
 
Sport England Small Grants Scheme –  
 
http://funding.sportengland.org/funding_programmes/small_grants.aspx  
 
The small grants programme will provide funding for community-level activities that help people 
become involved in sport, keep people in sport or help people improve their performance at their 
chosen sport. We anticipate this fund will be used for example, for purchasing sports equipment 
for local clubs, running coaching activities for the community and getting more coaches qualified. 
The fund will be efficient at getting small amounts of funding to grassroots sport in England. 



 
The programme will be open to bona fide not-for-profit organisations, including applicants from 
sports clubs, voluntary or community organisations, local authorities, education establishments 
(such as schools, colleges and universities). Projects will need to demonstrate how they 
contribute to growing and sustaining participation in community sport or helping improve 
performance in sport. Funding will not be available to individuals. 
 
 OnBoard Update   
 
 

Greater Manchester Partnership ς Adam McGovern 

 
OnBoard Festivals: 

 31st May @ Hollingworth Lake  

 11th July @ Burwain SC  

 29th October @ Salford Quays 
 
Cheshire & Merseyside Partnership ς Luke Shaw 
 

 OnBoard Festival – 3rd July @ West Kirby SC 

 

Team 15 Update 

 
NW Regional T15 event Dates: 
 

 29th May @ Astbury Sailsports 

 26th June @ West Pennine Sailboard Club 

 10th July @ Glossop SC 

 18th September @ West Kirby  
 
For more details please contact: miker.team15@googlemail.com  

 

CLUB SAILING  
  

ACTIVATE YOUR LASER FLEET IS OFF TO A FLYING START 

The first Activate Your Laser Fleet workshop took place at Staunton Harold Sailing Club, 
Derbyshire on Sunday 7th February. A full house of ten ―Activators‖ attended, representing six 
sailing clubs from the region. The weather conditions on Sunday were hardly the stuff of any 
sailor‘s dreams, so some might say the perfect day for discussing different methods and 
strategies to encourage the fleet of unused Lasers in the UK back onto the water!  
 
The key goal of Activate Your Laser Fleet is to increase adult participation in sailing by 
reinvigorating activity in the number of under used Laser fleets across the country. At the Activate 
workshop each Club commits to three key initiatives to work on with their club to achieve this 
goal. The workshops provide a forum for discussion amongst clubs, to share ideas and opinions 
of the different approaches that may be considered to achieve the overall goal.  
 
Staunton Harold Sailing Club has seventy five Lasers at their Club, with only twenty five used on 
a regular basis. With only one third of boats being used it leaves two thirds of boats for the 

 

mailto:miker.team15@googlemail.com


Activate Your Laser Fleet project to attend to! Numerous suggestions were made on the day, 
which ranged from club officials attending courses to gain coaching qualifications, new 
communication methods with all Laser owners within the Club and purchasing new equipment to 
return boats to their former glory. The RYA, LaserPerformance and UKLA are all committed to 
supporting these principles. 
 
The success of Activate Your Laser Fleet for this region now lies with the representatives of the 
clubs who attended supported by Bret Cokayne, RYA Regional Club Coach and Gareth Brookes; 
RYA Development Officer for the Midlands. Bret will schedule visits with each of the six clubs that 
attended the workshop over the next two to three weeks. The idea is to ensure that the Club‘s 
initiatives are supported and put into practice, and if necessary offer help with accessing funding, 
writing a fleet development plan, delivering training and suggestions of how to work more 
effectively to deliver the end goal; activating their Lasers increasing adult participation. 
 
The RYA‘s Coaching Development Officer, Mike Hart delivered the workshop to great praise and 
whilst still in its infancy, the project was received extremely well by all who attended. James Lund-
Lack, LaserPerformance commented, ―It was a fantastic day, and I believe that everybody went 
away with the belief that with the full support of the National Governing Body, the Class 
Association and the Manufacturer they really will be able to deliver on their committed initiatives 
and make a difference to Laser sailing at their Clubs.‖ 
 
Ten further workshop dates are scheduled for the early Spring months and 66 clubs have been 
invited and identified for these workshops. If you wish for your club to be considered for the 2011 
workshops then please contact Tzaneen Mears at the RYA Tzaneen.Mears@rya.org.uk.  

 
 

LASER 
 
Intro from Northern Laser Fleet Rep 
 
My name is Duncan Adams and I‘ve recently started in the Fleet Department at 
LaserPerformance. 
My role is to cover the Northern area, which includes all of the RYA NW Region. I will be based 
on the road with a Bahia, Vago and two Bugs on tow offering a wide range of support to all clubs 
and schools whether that is new boats sales, Fleet turnover deals, coaching, Open Day visits etc.  
 
If within your Club you feel you could benefit from a visit or call, please feel free to contact me or 
pass my below contact details onto the relevant person. In the meantime if you do have any 
questions please don‘t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Duncan Adams  
Sales Executive - Fleet 

  
LaserPerformance Europe Ltd 
Tel 01327 841672 
Mob 07584 219093 
www.laserperformance.com 
 

YACHT RACING 
 
Close Encounters at Valentine’s Day Brass Monkeys 

 

mailto:Tzaneen.Mears@rya.org.uk
http://www.laserperformance.com/


Liverpool Yacht Club held the fourth race in their Brass Monkey series on Sunday February 14
th
.  

Pania was the day‘s Race Officer and faced with a light NNW that looked decidedly fluky decided 
to set a St. Valentine‘s Day course that if judged correctly would at least get the boats well upriver 
on the tide.   
 
Through out the race Tango flirted with the boys failing to kiss Pluckington by no more than one 
inch, E2 by two inches and was very coy at G7 only approaching to within 12 inches! 
 
The combined fleet of nine yachts, all following the same coarse set off upriver with spinnakers 
flying to pass M to starboard before turning at G9 to tack back against the tide to G7 before 
another Spinnaker run upriver to G9.  The two Prima 38‘s were neck and neck at this stage but a 
spinnaker wineglass may have proved decisive in their duel.  After G9 skippers had to make a 
choice of whether to beat up the Garston channel before attempting to cross the river to the 
Eastham side or dash straight across.  The faster class 1 yachts went straight across whereas 
the slower class 2 yachts largely opted for the Garston route.  After E2 it was a beat back to the 
finish line.   
 
As both fleets raced on the same course an overall view on handicap is interesting with Stuart 
Lofthouse‘s Impala Skukusa coming first 65 seconds ahead of Steve Harrison‘ Sigma 33 Quattro 
who were I second faster than Neil Thomas‘s Prima 38 Mighty Max II.  Line honours in the two 
classes went to Mighty Max II and Quattro. 
 
 
Results: 
 

Class 1 Skipper Boat  Type 

1
st
. Neil Thomas Mighty Max II Prima 38 

2
nd

. Jim Cartwright Daydream Believer Ben. First 34.7 

3
rd

. Richard Booth Another Nods Prima 38 

Class 2    

1
st
.  Stuart Lofthouse Skukusa Impala 

2
nd

. Steve Harrison Quattro Sigma 33 

3
rd

. Richard Baldwin Tango Super Seal 26 

 
        

REGION 

 
RYA NW Region on the road in 2010 
 
The Region proposes to again hold its Committee meetings at clubs across the Region, which will 
allow clubs to get a better understanding of the Region‘s work for boating, while Regional 
Committee members will pick up local issues affecting the clubs.  
 
The schedule of dates and places for the Regional Committee meetings is; 
 
20 April at Blackpool & Fleetwood Yacht Club 
29 June at Leigh & Lowton Sailing Club 
21 September at Windermere Motor Boat Racing Club 
2 November AGM at The Mount, Orrell 
 

 
RYA PUBLICATIONS 
 



New this month 
 
RYA Boat Safety Handbook – 2

nd
 edition, RYA, £6.99 

RYA Pocket Guide to Sea Fishing Baits, Jim O‘Donnell, £6.99 
RYA Day Skipper for Motor Cruisers, Jon Mendez, £14.99 
RYA Offshore Sailing, Dick McClary, £16.99 
 
RYA books can be ordered at most marina shops, or online from the RYA site. Remember, all RYA members gain a 15% 

discount on RYA books. Order at www.rya.org.uk/shop or phone the order hotline on 0845 345 0372. RYA Vouchers 

can also be purchased on the site.  

 

YOUR RYA REGION 

Get your own newsletter 

 If you would like to be added to the circulation list, please send your e mail address to jgraham.knox ―at‖ virgin.net.  

The newsletter may also be viewed on the RYA NW website, at    www.rya-northwest.org.uk .  

RYA NW contacts 
 
Chairman; David Williamson   dwilliamson ‖at‖rya-online.net 
Secretary;  Graham Knox   01706 642311  jgraham.knox ‖at‖virgin.net 
High Performance Manager for North and West; Chris Blackburn   07909 994637   chris.blackburn ‖at‖rya.org.uk 
Regional Development Officer; Sally Kilpatrick  07747 534527   sally.kilpatrick ‖at‖rya.org.uk 
OnBoard Development Officer; Adam McGovern   Adam.McGovern ―at‖ Rochdale.gov.uk 

OnBoard Development Officer – Cheshire & Merseyside:  Luke Shaw – luke.shaw ―at‖ wksc.org.uk 

Training Forum; Dave Woodhead,  01257 265208   david.woodhead3 ―at‖ virgin.net  
Regional Race Management Adviser;  Adrian Stoggall   01625 871579  stoggall ―at‖ zetnet.co.uk 
Regional Rules Adviser; Peter Johnson   0151 625 9878  mq22 ―at‖ liv.ac.uk 

T15 Competition Organiser;  Mike Roberts   0161 904 0212  miker.team15 ―at‖ googlemail.com  
Sailability; Ian Shirra      07749 012414      ian ―at‖ shirra.fsnet.co.uk 

Communications;  Alan Henderson    01292 281383     alanhe ―at‖ tiscali.co.uk 
 
Web addresses for further information; 
 

RYA NW    www.rya-northwest.org.uk        OnBoard;   www.ruob.co.uk      

RYA HQ   www.rya.org.uk  or tel   0845 345 0400       Team 15;   www.team15.org.uk  

Disclaimer; this newsletter is published by RYA North West Region. Information is believed to be accurate at time of 
going to press, but comes from diverse sources. Neither RYA NW nor the editor can take responsibility for any errors or 
omissions. Opinions of contributors or interviewees are not necessarily those of RYA NW. Please check info about events 
etc before going. 

RYA Hamble contact 

General enquiries;  0845 345 0400          www.rya.org.uk 

http://www.rya.org.uk/shop
http://www.rya-northwest.org.uk/
http://www.rya-northwest.org.uk/
http://www.ruob.co.uk/
http://www.team15.org.uk/

